
-- Collect -- 

Brian Allen of PSRF works to 

collect sorus to later spawn 

in a controlled laboratory 

setting.

-- Grow -- 

PSRF will then grow 

gametophytes into 

sporophytes in a special 

laboratory to avoid 

contamination.  

-- Monitor -- 

Divers monitor restoration 

sites to assess the overall 

health and growth of 

outplanted bull kelp. 

-- Outplant -- 

Once young sporophytes 

are big enough, restoration 

groups outplant the small 

kelp at restoration sites in 

Puget Sound. 

Once settled on 
substrate, young 

kelp will grow and 
mature to start the 

process all over 
again. 
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WORKING TO RESTORE AN IMPORTANT HABITAT 

-- BULL KELP --

Restoration groups, such as Puget Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF), use their knowledge of 
kelp's lifecycle to grow bull kelp in certain areas of Puget Sound 

to help mitigate declining populations. 

The sorus, or mature 
reproductive part of 
kelp, will release 
swimming zoospores 
into the water. Once fertilized, these 

microscopic sporophytes 
will rapidly grow into the 

bull kelp we recognize.

Restoration groups are working to better understand the lifecycle and 
potential stressors that may hinder bull kelp, Nereocystis luetkeana, 

growth in Puget Sound 
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spores then grow into tiny 
male or female plants 
called  gametophytes


